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Hey There,    
Riviera Family! 

Coming off the holidays, I always 
sense a collective weariness in people. 
With all the hustle and bustle of the 
holiday season, everybody seems like 
they could use a good nap. (Hey, that 
sounds like a good idea!) 
 This is also a time of reflection. 
It’s a time to reminisce on the past year 
and look ahead. It’s often during this 
time that we think about ourselves in a 
new way. “Maybe I need to lose a few 
pounds,” or “Maybe I should read that 
book I’ve been putting off.” Hopefully, 
the New Year isn’t just a time to think 
about getting in better shape or 
increasing our knowledge, but a time to 
think about our relationship with the 
Lord.  
 As we start 2017 at Riviera, we 
are beginning a sermon series in the 
“Songs of Ascent” in the book of Psalms. 
Psalms 120-134 were sung by the 
Israelites as they made pilgrimages to 
Jerusalem for the annual worship 
festivals. These festivals were a time of 
growing closer to the Lord and giving 
thanks for His faithfulness. Psalm 122:1 
says, “I rejoiced with those who said to 
me, ‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.’ 
Our feet are standing in your gates, O 
Jerusalem.” But getting to Jerusalem 
wasn’t an easy task. For many, it was a 
long and arduous ascent, with dangerous 
obstacles along the way. But they 
pressed on, because they knew there 
was nothing better than being in the 
house of the Lord.  
 I hope 2017 will be year where 
we at Riviera go on our own pilgrimage 
to enter more deeply into the presence 
of the Lord. There will be distractions and 
obstacles along the way, and at times we 
may feel like giving up, but we must be 
willing to press on and ascend the 
heights so that we can have a closer walk 
with Jesus. Happy climbing! You’ll love 
the view from the top! 
       In Christ,  

Pastor Toby Gallego 



  

Where The Spirit Has Moved:  
Fall and Winter Recap 

 

Trunk or Treat: A Bright Halloween Night 
This year’s Trunk or Treat, 
an annual event at RBC, 
was a blast! We had 9 
decorated cars parked in 
the west parking lot by 
River Road. Tons of free 
candy and 250 hot dogs 
were handed out - and we 
ran out by the end of the 
night! This year we were 
blessed with dry weather 
and a beautiful sunset. 
Great job, RBC! 

Celebrating Christmas 

 The church was busy this winter 
with Thanksgiving and Christmas 
celebrations, and the joy of the Lord was 
all around!  
 In November, we held our 
annual EJBC-RBC joint Thanksgiving 
potluck. At this service, we also had a 
performance by the Youth Worship 
Team. They sang “Limitless” by Colton 
Dixon, which speaks to the power of 
Christ in all of us. They worked hard on 
the music and even performed some 
solos! Great work, kids!  
 In December, our worship 
director Annie Pasquinelli became a 
traveling musician, as all the different 
ministry areas at RBC held their own 
parties and celebrations.  

 The Prime Timers had their 
annual Christmas luncheon in the 
Fellowship Hall. With games, goodies, 
and a gift exchange, this party was a ball 
of fun!  
 The RBC Women’s Ministries had 
a fancy dinner party for their Christmas 
celebration. At this candlelit gourmet 
meal, cooked and coordinated by Donna 
May Goodale and an assortment of 
helpers, the ladies chatted, sung, 
exchanged ornaments, and then 
revealed their Secret Sisters for those 
who participated in this fellowship 
program. It was a night to remember!  
 The younger ones at RBC 
weren’t without their share of Christmas 
fun, either. On the last week of 
November,  

Left: Pastor Toby and 
Jim Gantenbein 
having a laugh. Right: 
Some ladies chatting 
in the kitchen. 
Bottom: Annie playing 
guitar at a number of 
our Christmas parties!  
Photos by Jim Dopkus 



  

Photo Flashback:  
Snow and Ice at RBC!  

 

A WHITE JANUARY 
We didn’t get a white Christmas this year, but it was 
definitely a possibility! A freezing rain storm covered 
the city in ice in December, leaving many without 
power for up to a week. Then, to kick off the New 
Year, another storm brought two to six inches of 
snow on top of a layer of ice. We even had to cancel 
services on Sunday, January 8th. More ice on top of 
the snow kept it around for a while - long enough for 
Jim Dopkus to snap some wonderful photos. 
Hopefully we’re out of the woods now, but it was 
dangerously beautiful while it lasted! 

November, they held a 5th Wednesday program 
designed to let the kids play and make crafts and 
ornaments by hand – and to give parents a chance to go 
present-shopping or have a night off. The K.I.D.S. 
program also had a cookie-decorating night later in 
December.  
 The Crossroads Youth Group had an exciting 
program of their own planned: a Christmas-themed 
church lock-in. One Friday night in December, these 
youth brought their sleeping bags and goodies to RBC 
even though they had no intention of sleeping until 
daybreak. The night’s activities included holiday food 
and snacks, rowdy games that took place all around the 
building 

building, and a White Elephant gift exchange with a 
twist: one of the weird gifts contained a cash prize! 
The kids had a lot of fun.  
 Besides fellowshipping together, Riviera also 
made sure to spread cheer to people outside of the 
church. We helped with the Awbrey Park Food Drive, 
which provides meals for families in need during the 
holidays, and contributed to the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering, which helps support international 
missions groups – like our own Michelle Goetzinger, 
whose trip was partially funded through them! 
 All in all, it was a great way to end the year – 
with a God-filled season of gratitude! Cheers, 2016! 



  

 

Current Events:  
Spotlight on Service 

 

Spotlight on Service:  
Bob Osborne 

committees, has taken care of his 
duties as a deacon, and cares for the 
church whenever needed.  
 Bob remembers a time at 
RBC when we were between 
pastors, and he helped keep the 
church going. “I was trying to do 
the preaching, Nancy [Jessing] was 
leading music…” Bob explains. They 
and the rest of the church leaders 
worked hard to maintain the Riviera 
services until they could bring on a 
new pastor who was led to do God’s 
work in the Santa Clara area.  
 But not all of Bob’s 
memories of the church are just 
hard work. One of his favorite 
memories was back when Ricky 
Scott was the pastor. He and a man 
named Jerry Whigden agreed that 
they would stand on the roof of the 
church and play music one Sunday 
morning if they reached a certain 
number of attenders – and they 
sure did! “Would you believe it? 
They got on the roof and sung!” It 
was a great way to celebrate a lot of 
hard work well done for the Lord.  
 Currently, Bob teaches 
several classes and helps out where 
he can in other places. On 
Wednesday nights, his class is 
finishing up a study of cults, and 
soon they’ll be starting a new 
curriculum on non-Christian world 
religions. With this class, Bob hopes 
to equip his students with the 
knowledge of the world they need 
to  

When it comes to serving 
God’s people, it’s important to have 
a cheerful, enthusiastic heart. And 
luckily for RBC, it’s hard to find a 
more enthusiastic and dedicated 
servant than Bob Osborne.  

Bob was born in West 
Virginia and joined the United States 
Air Force when he was young. He 
was stationed at Portland 
International Airport when he met 
his wife, Bonnie, a woman from 
Creswell. They married and made a 
life together, and when Bob retired, 
they bought a house in Eugene and 
settled in.  

The couple joined Riviera 
Baptist Church in February 1981 – a 
full 36 years ago – and Bob was 
ordained as a deacon not long 
afterward.  

During that time, Bob has 
served in just about every ministry 
imaginable here at RBC, “from A to 
Z,” as Bob puts it. He’s a natural 
leader and teacher, and so has 
taught many classes for adults. He’s 
also been the chair of several 

be proper evangelists, spreading 
God’s word to people from different 
cultures and religious histories. He 
also helps make the coffee every 
Sunday morning – a habit that he 
hopes to continue as long as he is 
physically able. He says that ever 
since his time in the Air Force, 
getting up early is just something 
he’s always done.  
 When looking forward, Bob 
shows that he has a clear heart for 
discipleship. He says that he’d like 
to see the men’s ministry program 
grow, both in numbers and in depth 
of service. He’s glad that we have so 
many hard-working women here at 
RBC – “If we didn’t have [them], we 
might as well close the church 
tomorrow!” – but he desires to see 
more men step up and make our 
sphere of service even wider.  
 So the next time you 
wonder where the coffee fairy 
comes from on Sundays, remember 
that behind every ministry, big or 
small, is a servant of God like Bob, 
who has spent the time and effort 
to spread His love to everyone.  
 



  

 

Looking Back and Moving Forward:  
Winter and Spring 2017 

Kids’ Corner: A Year in Review 
By Michelle Goetzinger 

 As Director of the Children’s Ministry of Riviera Baptist 
Church, I would love to start off the year by sharing what has 
been going on with the Children’ Ministry of Riviera! We have 
adopted the name “Riviera K.I.D.S.” for our Sunday morning 
growth group that meets at 9:30am. We have a K.I.D.S worship 
session after that at 11:00am. K.I.D.S. stands for Kicking It 
Disciple Style. RK2 simply stands for the second time that Riviera 
K.I.D.S meets during the week, which is on Wednesday nights 
during the school year from 6:00 to 7:30pm. 
 All three programs are open to students in 1st through 
5th grade. During this time, we participate in Bible stories, Skills, 
Games and Snacks. Our Theme Verse is 1 Timothy 4:12. While 
numbers are not the only way to look at what we have 
accomplished, the box in the top-right is a breakdown of some 
of the numbers from the year.  
 One of the goals for 2016 was to invite the K.I.D.S to 
engage in Missions. On the homefront, we reached out the 
community through Vacation Bible Adventure, Trunk or Treat, 
and the Block Party. On the international front, we participated 
in Operation Christmas Child, as well as helped send me on a 
mission to Thailand to lead a VBS program for the children of 
international workers. Through that mission, we were able to 
connect with families who have students the same age as ours 
and join them in prayer and mission work. We have also begun 
watching the animated series “Torchlighters,” which is produced 
by Voice of the Martyrs and introduces children, at an 
appropriate level, to many of the missionary heroes and martyrs 
of the past.  
 I am so blessed to be a part of the ministry to Children at 
Riviera Baptist Church. If you are interested in learning more or 
being a part of what is happening this year, contact me!  
  

ENROLLMENT STATISTICS 
Sunday K.I.D.S.: 9 (with 2 new students and a new teacher) 

RK2: 13 (including 2 new helpers) 

VBS: 43 students, 25 volunteers. Average attendance: 55 

Trunk or Treat: 49 families. 250 hot dogs served.  
Volunteers: 9 cars and 5 youth.  

  

SPRING GROWTH 
As we’re heading into spring, don’t 
forget to check out the listings for 
RBC growth groups and classes that 
are coming up! Among our new 
offerings are a new devotional time 
for “young adults,” some rotating 
curriculum for current groups, and a 
baptism class! We’ll also hold another 
Network group, in which we learn 
about our spiritual gifts and how we 
can use them to serve at RBC and 
beyond. There are also lots of less 
formal events. Keep up with those 
and more on the RBC website at 
www.rivierabaptist.com/events, since 
there’s always more to learn and play! 
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